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Crystal Ashby

Executive Vice President and
Chief People Officer
Independence Blue Cross

1-800-275-2583
www.ibx.com

Isabelle Kent

Executive Director
Philly Startup Leaders

engage@phillystartupleaders.org
phillystartupleaders.org
@startupleaders

Crystal E. Ashby is executive vice president and chief people officer
leading the Human Resources division at Independence Health Group
(Independence), the parent company of Independence Blue Cross, LLC.

In this role, she helps the organization attract and develop talent; advance
a culture of engagement, inclusion, and innovation; and achieve business
strategy and goals.

Prior to joining Independence, Ms. Ashby served as interim president and
chief executive officer at The Executive Leadership Council. Her career |
ncludes 22 years at BP, most recently serving as executive vice president of
Government and Public Affairs and Strategic University Relationships. In this
role, she formed strong partnerships that supported talent acquisition and
development.

Ms. Ashby has extensive board experience. She currently serves as a
non-executive director of BAE Systems plc. Ms. Ashby also serves as an
independent director for Texas Reliability Entity and formerly served on the
Holocaust Museum Houston Board. At her alma mater, the University of
Michigan, she sits on the Engineering Dean’s Leadership Advisory Board,
chairing its Diversity, Equity and Inclusion external council.

Nationally recognized for her leadership, Ms. Ashby has received many
accolades, including being named National Diversity Council’s Top 100 HR
Professionals (2021), Diversity Global's Top 10 Influential Women in Diversity
(2020), Uptown Professional’s Top 100 Executives in America, and the
National Diversity Council Top 50 Most Powerful Women in Oil and Gas.

Ms. Ashby is a member of the International Women’s Forum and the American
Bar Association. She earned a Juris Doctor from DePaul University College
of Law and dual bachelor’s degrees in English and psychology from the
University of Michigan.

Isabelle Kent serves as the Executive Director of Philly Startup Leaders,
the nucleus of the startup ecosystem focused on fostering equitable
early-stage entrepreneurship. The 15-year nonprofit supports the
community through networking events, mentor matching, grant funding
for Underrepresented Founders, and accelerator programs.

A long-time PSL member and PSL Startup Bootcamp alumna herself,
she's a firm believer that community and economic development are
the greatest catalysts for the Philadelphia region.

Prior, Isabelle has been a founder, growth strategist, and executive for
international early-stage startups in the Future of Work and Emerging
Technologies sectors.

] ]
CITY [ |cuancie

BUSINESS THE CITY
CIATION

ASSO



Tonya Ladipo

Founder and CEO
The Ladipo Group, LLC

267-908-6363
Tonya@ThelLadipoGroup.com
theladipogroup.com
@TheLadipoGroup

President and CEO
Historic Philadelphia, Inc.

215-629-4026
amy@historicphiladelphia.org
historicphiladelphia.org
@HistoricPhilly

Tonya Ladipo worked for many years in community mental health agencies,
and soon realized that a one-size-fits-all approach often ignored the needs
of Black and African-American people. Institutionalized racism, a lack of
diversity, and a failure of cultural awareness all conspired to mean that
people of color often received poor treatment.

Tonya is on a mission to change that.

She works with an incredible team of skilled counselors, therapists, and
psychologists who have an expertise in working with Black and African-
American communities. What’s more, she leads an ED&l team that consults
with companies and organizations to recognize and address unconscious
bias and retain diverse talent by creating a truly welcoming and inclusive
workplace for everyone.

An engaging speaker on diversity and women'’s self-care and wellness,
Tonya has been the keynote speaker and been a featured panelist for a
number of organizations across the U.S. including Black Enterprise,

Philadelphia Works’, Villanova University, and Black Women Talk Tech.

She has also been featured on radio (National Public Radio (NPR) and
WURD Radio), television (NBC-10, Fox-29, and ABC-6), and in magazines
(Black Enterprise, Essence, and Madame Noire).

Tonya is a graduate of the Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses
Program (April 2016) and Widener University’s Clinical Social Work
Master’s degree program (May 2004).

When not working, Tonya is laughing with her husband and identical
twin daughters, taking walks alone, and spending time with friends.

Amy Needle, a University of Kansas graduate, began her tourism career
working at the Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau in 1989. Under
the direction of Meryl Levitz, Amy helped produce Penn’s Landing Festivals
including Jambalaya Jam, River Blues, Yo! Philadelphia, and Jam on the
River. She also worked on several city-wide year-long celebrations and
helped to open the Pennsylvania Convention Center in the historic Reading
Terminal Train Shed.

In 1998, then-Mayor Edward G. Rendell asked Needle to head up the
Millennium celebration in Philadelphia. The 18-month, $5 million Millennium
Philadelphia celebration included the Photo of the Century; a December 31,
1999, 24-hour celebration; the Tall Ships; and the December 31, 2000, 100t
Anniversary of City Hall. The celebration also produced lasting legacies for
the City of Philadelphia including the lighting of seven Schuylkill River
Bridges, and the permanent lighting of William Penn atop City Hall.

In 2002, Amy worked with the staff of the National Constitution Center on
a month-long opening extravaganza. And in the fall of 2003, Governor
Rendell asked her to spearhead the Philadelphia Heritage Project, now
known as Historic Philadelphia, Inc.’s Once Upon A Nation program. In
October 2006, Amy was promoted to President and CEO of Historic
Philadelphia, Inc., Once Upon A Nation’s parent organization. Historic
Philadelphia, Inc.’s programs include the Betsy Ross House, Once Upon
A Nation storytelling and History Makers, and award-winning Franklin
Square. Amy lives in Merion with her husband, Larry, Executive Director
of PHL Sports, and their two sons.
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For many Delaware Valley listeners, Carol MacKenzie's voice is the first
they hear on weekday mornings. MacKenzie joined the KYW Newsradio
staff as a morning anchor in 2003.

A native of Lancaster, PA, she has a BA degree in communications from the
University of Delaware and an MA from the Columbia University Graduate
School of Journalism.

She has enjoyed a long career as a reporter and anchor in both radio and
television. Carol began her journalism career as a reporter at WLAN Radio
in Lancaster. She’s also anchored and reported for a number of television
stations in the northeast -- including WETM-TV In Elmira, NY; WBRE-TV in
Wilkes-Barre, PA; WMUR-TV in Manchester, NH; and New England Cable
News in Boston. Her documentary, “Honduras: Mission of Hope” -- about
a local group of volunteers who set up free medical and dental clinics --
won awards from the Pennsylvania Association of Broadcasters, the
RTNDA, and Women in Communication. Although she has enjoyed

L]
Ca rOI MaCKen2|e getting to know the people in different towns and cities, Carol is glad to

be back home In Pennsylvania.

Morning News Anchor
KYW Newsradio

kywnewsradio.radio.com
@cmack215

Upcoming Events

Meet the Developers Happy Hour Breakfast

Wednesday, March 23, 2022 Friday, April 8, 2022
8:00 AM -10:00 AM 8:00 AM to 9:00 AM
City Winery Philadelphia Online
$30 for Members & Partners, $60 for Guests $10 for Members, $20 for Guests
Lunch with the City’s Leaders Women Changing the City
R.ebecca Rhynhartz . Tuesday, May 17, 2022
City Controller, Philadelphia 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Rivers Casino Philadelphia
Tuesday, March 29, 2022 $30 for Members & Partners, $60 for Guests
12:00 PM to 1:00 PM
Online

$20 for Members, $30 for Guests

CENTERI | Grow your network. Grow your knowledge. Grow your business.

Founded in 1978, Center City Business Association is a non-profit, member supported organization
celebrating 44 years of service to the Philadelphia business community. Join Center City Business

Alesjosclﬂggﬁ Association today. Visit centercitybusiness.org or call 215.545.7766.




Thank You Sponsors

EPUBLIC
BANK

Republic Bank is one of the largest Philadelphia-based
banking institutions and is continuing to expand its foot-
print throughout Philadelphia, Southern New Jersey and
New York City. In 2020, Republic Bank was named
America’s #1 Bank for Service by Forbes as a result of its
retail-based model focused on fanatical customer
service and absolute convenience across every channel.
The bank offers customers the best of both worlds with
an elite in-store experience that is seamlessly integrated
with the latest digital and mobile capabilities. With 31
convenient locations, Republic Bank stores are open
seven days a week, 361 days a year, with extended
lobby and drive-thru hours, providing customers incredible
convenience and some of the longest hours in the region.
For more information, visit www.myrepublicbank.com.

A\ ACCELION

Accelion, an outsourced sales and marketing company,
helps national brands create new revenue streams
through relationship building that convert experiences
into sales. Through our network of relationship manage-
ment experts, we help Fortune 500 companies acquire,
retain, and re-engage customers in telecommunications,
cable, and home services fields. www.accelion.com

I TDATA:z

Excellence Through Strategic IT"

ITData has been providing executive leadership and
impeccable project execution for our clients since
1997. Our senior technology staff has nearly 100 years
of combined experience recommending, implementing
and managing comprehensive, unified IT solutions for
customers such as The Annenberg Foundation,
Binswanger, The Philadelphia Foundation and Health
Partners. Our industry experience includes Healthcare
Network Solutions, Nonprofit Organizations, Education,
Retail, and Government Enterprise Networks and
more. For information, visit www.itdata.com.

Sustaining support is provided by:
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Urban Affairs Coalition

pen nworfh ¥ ., AHome for Nonprofits Since 1969

2! PIDC

Driving growth to every corner of Philadelphia

PIDC is Philadelphia’s public-private economic development
corporation. Our mission is to spur investment, support
business growth, and foster developments that create jobs,
revitalize neighborhoods, and drive growth to every corner
of Philadelphia. We are focused on supporting growing
businesses, investing in high-impact community revitalization,
and creating workplaces for the future. With flexible financing
products, a targeted portfolio of industrial and commercial
real estate, and decades of Philadelphia-based knowledge,
PIDC provides the resources and expertise to help our clients
invest, develop, and grow.

RIVERS

CASINO
PHILADELPHIA

Rivers Casino Philadelphia is a premier gaming and
entertainment destination located along the Delaware
Riverfront in Philadelphia and is open 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Rivers features an action-packed gaming floor
that includes a variety of slots, table games, hybrid gaming
seats and a state-of-the-art BetRivers Sportsbook for watching
and wagering. The casino offers an array of dining options
perfect to please any palate as well as free parking. Please
visit RiversCasinoPhiladelphia.com.

T Temple
—l University

School of Sport, Tourism
and Hospitality Management

Established in 1998, the School of Sport, Tourism and Hospitality
Management (STHM) at Temple University has a distinguished
tradition preparing leaders in the sport, tourism and hospitality
industries. The school's innovative approach to learning
combined with the location in the heart of Philadelphia fosters
transformational educational experiences. Thoroughly
committed to providing student-centered education and
professional development relevant to today’s thriving sport,
tourism and hospitality industry—STHM integrates applicable,
real-world experience into the curriculum and classroom
through its global network of industry partners and well-
connected alumni network. In addition to the educational
program, the school’s two cutting-edge research centers
support the school’s mission of advancing the industry
through high-quality research. Visit sthm.temple.edu.


http://www.accelion.com

