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Prema Katari Gupta

President and CEO
Center City District

Prema Katari Gupta is President and CEO of the Center City District (CCD)
and Executive Director of the Central Philadelphia Development Corporation
(CPDC), overseeing all aspects of CCD's planning, strategy, operations and
economic development efforts. She has wide-ranging experience as a
strategic leader in economic development, public-private real estate
development and place-making.

Gupta’s tenure at CCD began in February 2020 as Vice President for
Parks and Public Realm. In that role, she led oversight and supervised staff
and management of physical assets, operations and infrastructure of the
four parks currently owned by or leased to CCD: Dilworth Park adjacent to
City Hall, which hosted 9.6 million visitors in 2023; Sister Cities Park, a
multigenerational park with a focus on engaging families with young children;
Cret Park on the 1600 block of the Benjamin Franklin Parkway; and John F.
Collins Park on the 1700 block of Chestnut Street. More at centercityphila.org/parks.

In February 2022, Gupta was appointed Executive Director of the Central
Philadelphia Development Corporation (CPDC), succeeding CCD President
and CEO Paul R. Levy. In that role, her responsibilities include business
recruitment and retention, communications, meeting content and logistics.
She also oversees CCD/CPDC planning and research projects, including
the annual State of Center City report.

Immediately prior to joining CCD, Gupta served as Senior Vice President
of Planning and Real Estate Development for the Philadelphia Navy Yard
at PIDC (2015-2020). In that role, she led a team managing all aspects of
strategic partnerships, planning, leasing, real estate development,
marketing, communications, capital projects, site stewardship, public
transportation, and property management at the Navy Yard on behalf of PIDC.

From 2010 to 2015, was the Director of Planning and Economic Development
at University City District, where she was responsible for the development,
execution and stewardship of several prominent civic real estate projects,
including The Porch at 30th Street Station as well as other innovative public
space improvements throughout University City, such as Philadelphia’s
first parklets.

From 2007 to 2010, she worked for PIDC in the Real Estate Services
group, where she managed a variety of real estate transactions and
planning efforts in PIDC’s Center City real estate office. Additionally, she
has worked at Yale University and as scholar-in-residence at the Urban
Land Institute, where she wrote a book about place-making and mixed-use
development entitled Creating Great Town Centers and Urban Villages,
published in 2008.

Gupta is a member of the Urban Land Institute national council on
public-private partnerships, she serves on the board of the Fairmount
Park Conservancy and is a trustee of The Philadelphia Award. In 2023,
she was named one of the most influential Philadelphians by Philadelphia
Magazine, and in 2019 she was recognized by Commercial Real Estate
Women (CREW) Philadelphia as one of 20 Women Changing the
Philadelphia Landscape.

Originally from Connecticut, Gupta lives in West Mount Airy with her
husband and two school-age children. She earned a bachelor’'s degree
from Bowdoin College, a master’s degree from the University of Pennsylvania’s
School of Design and a certificate in real estate development from the
Wharton School.
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Sarah Steltz is University City District’s Senior Vice President of Strategy.

In this role, Sarah helps shape, communicate, and advance the strategic
growth of the organization, and the strategic positioning of the
neighborhood as a powerhouse for economic dynamism and opportunity.

Sarah previously worked for ten years in HR and workforce development
at Drexel University before joining our staff as the Executive Director of
the West Philadelphia Skills Initiative from 2018 through 2021.

She departed in 2021 to take the position of Deputy Director and Chief of
Staff for the City of Philadelphia’s Commerce Department. From there she
spent time as the Vice President, Economic Competitiveness for the
Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia before rejoining UCD
early in 2024,

Sarah lives in South Philadelphia with her husband, daughter, and way too
many pets.

Sarah Steltz

Senior Vice President
of Strategy
University City District

Upcoming Events

Meet the Developers Happy Hour Breakfast
Wednesday, May 15, 2024 Wednesday, May 22, 2024

8:00 AM to 10:00 AM 8:30 AM to 9:30 AM

Rivers Casino Philadelphia Gensler

1001 N Delaware Ave, Philadelphia PA 19125 2005 Market Street, Suite 1550
$35 for Members & Partners, $65 for Guests $20 for Members, $35 for Guests
Women Changing the City Lunch with the City’s Leaders
Tuesday, June 11, 2024 Justin Rosenberg

8:00 AM t0 10:00 AM Founder & CEO, honeygrow
Independence Blue Cross

1901 Market Street, 23rd Floor Thursday, June 6, 2024

$35 for Members & Partners, $65 for Guests 11:45 AM 10 1:30 PM

$55 for Members, $75 for Guests

Grow your network. Grow your knowledge. Grow your business.



Thank You Sponsors

Comcast Business provides advanced
communication solutions for organizations
of all sizes. Through a modern network
backed by 24/7 technical support dedicated
to our business customers, Comcast delivers
Internet, TV and Voice services for cost-effective, simplified
communications management. The Comcast Business Ethernet suite
offers high-performance point-to-point and multi-point Metro Ethernet
services with the capacity to deliver cloud computing, software-as-a-
service, business continuity/disaster recovery and other bandwidth-
intensive applications. Comcast Metro Ethernet services are significantly
faster than standard T1 lines and other legacy technologies, providing
scalable bandwidth from 1 Mbps up to 10 Gigabits-per-second (Gbps) in
more than 20 major US markets. For more information, contact
215.642.6435 or visit us at www.business.comcast.com.

COMCAST
BUSINESS

Corporate Solutions at Community College
of Philadelphia is your single point of
contact for employee training, certification
testing and continuing professional
education. Our team works with you to
find the best training, testing or education options to increase productivity,
profit and workforce development capacity. Through the expertise of
faculty, staff and academic research, we offer a comprehensive menu
of high quality corporate and educational training services. Business
services include: Corporate College, Customized Training, Small
Business Mentoring, and Meeting Space. Services for individuals include:
Career Training, Continuing Professional Education, and the testing and
Training Center for professional and national certifications. For information
contact: 215-496-6153. Facebook.com/CorporateSolutionsCCP

® COMMUNITY
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Independence Blue Cross is the
leading health insurance organization
in southeastern Pennsylvania. For 85
years, we have been enhancing the health and well-being of the people
and communities we serve. We deliver innovative and competitively
priced health care products and services; pioneer new ways to reward
doctors, hospitals, and other health care professionals for coordinated,
quality care; and support programs and events that promote wellness.
To learn more, visit ibx.com or connect with us on Facebook, Facebook
-Medicare, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram.
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Independence

ITData has been providing executive
leadership and impeccable project execution
for our clients since 1997. Our senior
technology staff has nearly 100 years of
combined experience recommending, implementing and managing
comprehensive, unified IT solutions for customers such as The
Annenberg Foundation, Binswanger, The Philadelphia Foundation and
Health Partners. Our industry experience includes Healthcare Network
Solutions, Nonprofit Organizations, Education, Retail, and Government
Enterprise Networks and more. For information, visit www.itdata.com.
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KYW Newsradio has been serving the Philadelphia
region with community-focused news 24/7 since
1965 on 1060 AM and now on crystal-clear 103.9 FM.
With one of America’s most experienced teams of
award-winning multimedia journalists, KYW delivers
relevant, compelling, local news, weather, sports, and traffic information
to hundreds of thousands of listeners weekly. Listen on-air, on the free
Audacy app, or by asking your smart speaker to “play KYW Newsradio.”
KYW Newsradio is a part of Audacy, a Philadelphia-based leading multi-
platform audio content and entertainment company that connects with
200 million consumers. Powered by its exclusive, premium audio
content that includes unrivaled leadership positions in news and sports
radio, Audacy operates one of the country’s two scaled radio broad-
casting groups, a rapidly growing direct-to-consumer digital audio
platform, multiple audio networks, a major event business and a leading,
award-winning podcast studio.

Marcum LLP provides a full spectrum
MARCUM of traditional tax, accounting, and
ACCOUNTANTS 4 ADVISORs assurance services; financial, risk, and

transaction advisory services; valuation,
forensic and litigation services; technology consulting and managed
services; and an extensive portfolio of specialty and niche industry
practices. Business owners and managers choose Marcum for our
pragmatic, industry-focused insights. Our mission is to help your
organization become more successful. Please visit www.marcumlip.com
to learn about our practice areas or contact Susanne Spinell Shuster at
267-886-1752.

1060AM-103.9 FM

Mile6 is the digital product agency driving breakout
growth through user-centric design and development
of custom software, mobile apps, and websites. For
over 25 years, we have made a name for ourselves
by intentionally keeping users top-of-mind in all
M I LE6 strategic decisions. Our strategic approach paired
with our depth of design and development expertise
is proven to help our clients breakout of old and tired patterns that reap
little to no positive results. We help Marketing, Sales, IT, and Business
leaders like you trade in frustration for exponential growth. Endless
digital product possibilities are now at your fingertips with Mile6! Visit
mile6.com or email joshua.c@mile6.com for more information.

The Philadelphia Business Journal
presents advertisers with an
unparalleled opportunity to reach
the Greater Philadelphia business
community through a wide array of
targeted multimedia marketing tools. As the leading media platform for
companies strategically targeting key business decision-makers, we
extend our reach to over 10 million individuals through 44 websites, 40
publications, and over 700 premier industry events nationwide. Our
media offerings provide comprehensive coverage of business developments
locally, regionally, and nationally. Allow us to tailor a campaign to suit
your marketing objectives and budget. Contact Alex Cornelius at
acornelius@bizjournals.com. Visit bizjournals.com/Philadelphia.
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Urban Affairs Coalition
A Home for Nenprofits Since 1969™
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Grow your network. Grow your knowledge. Grow your business.

Founded in 1978, Center City Business Association is a non-profit, member supported organization
celebrating 45 years of service to the Philadelphia business community. Join Center City Business
Association today. Visit centercitybusiness.org or call 215.545.7766.
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