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Donna Marie De
Carolis, Ph.D.

Founding Dean, Charles D. Close
School of Entrepreneurship and the
Silverman Family Professor of
Entrepreneurial Leadership

Drexel University

215-895-1795
decarodm@drexel.edu
drdecarolis.com

Donna Marie De Carolis, Ph.D., is the founding Dean of the Charles D.
Close School of Entrepreneurship and the Silverman Family Professor of
Entrepreneurial Leadership at Drexel University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Her career itself is entrepreneurial — one of reinvention from high school history
teacher to consultant to professor and university dean. She characterizes her
strong motivation in both her personal and professional life as “small acts of
entrepreneurship “— those decisions that require a leap of faith onto a new path.

As founding Dean of the Close School, the nation’s first stand-alone, degree-
granting school of entrepreneurship at a university, De Carolis initiated a
pioneering approach to entrepreneurship education. Her vision is to empower
all university students with the mindset that they can be entrepreneurs — by
broadly defining entrepreneurship as an attitude that incorporates innovative
thinking and doing in all facets of life, career and profession.

De Carolis has been a champion of entrepreneurship education in her various
roles as Associate Dean and Management Department head at Drexel’s
LeBow College of Business, and as Associate Vice-Provost for Entrepreneurship
Education at Drexel University.

De Carolis’ research has appeared in journals such as the Strategic Management
Journal, the Journal of Management, and Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice.
She is the recipient of the prestigious Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback
Foundation Award for Distinguished Teaching and the Distinguished Teaching
Excellence Award from Executive MBAs. She frequently speaks to companies
about leadership and innovation. She has also spoken on such topics as
“Entrepreneurial Thinking: The Key to Sustainable Competitive Advantage”;
“Meeting of the Minds: Creating a Culture of Innovation - Moving Beyond the
Risk” and “Ready Set Fail: Meet your Inner Entrepreneur.”

As an executive faculty member for Drexel University’s Corporate and Executive
Education program, she has taught courses on Leading with Innovation and
Change, Managing Technological Innovation, and New Venture Performance
and Survival.

Well-known throughout the Philadelphia region as a lecturer and media
personality, De Carolis has contributed weekly commentaries to KYW
Newsradio. In addition, her commentaries have appeared in the Philadelphia
Inquirer, the Philadelphia Business Journal, and Forbes On-line.

De Carolis was the 2015 recipient of the Distinguished Iris Newman Award
from the Alliance for Women Entrepreneurs, given each year to a woman
business leader who has demonstrated a strong commitment to helping
advance women entrepreneurs. De Carolis is a current member of Drexel
University’s Biomedical Engineering Community Advisory Board of the School
of Biomedical Engineering, Science and Health Systems, advising on translational
research, medical device development and entrepreneurship.

De Carolis is a board member of Entrepreneurship and Innovation Exchange
(EIX), which provides entrepreneurship resources to colleges and universities.
She is a member of the Board of Trustees of the AIM Academy. She is a
previous member of the Boards of the Barra Foundation and the Faith In the
Future Foundation, making a highly positive impact on local communities.

Prior to coming to Drexel, De Carolis served as a strategy consultant and
lobbyist. She earned her doctoral degree in strategic management from
Temple University and holds an MBA from Villanova University.

She is the mother of two wonderful sons, and one amazing daughter.
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Hillary Do

Founder & Executive Director
PhillyBOLT

hdo@phillybolt.org
phillybolt.org
PhillyBOLT's instagram
linkedin.com/in/hillarydo

Wendy-Anne
Roberts-Johnson

President and CEO,
Philadelphia Youth Network

400 Market Street. Suite 200
Philadelphia, PA 19106
267-502-3800
wroberts-johnson@pyninc.org
www.pyninc.org

Hillary Do is the Founder & Executive Director of PhillyBOLT, working to
empower grassroots leaders in the city. She is a Philadelphia native and a
Central High School alumnus (class of 272!) who graduated from Harvard

in 2017 with a degree in Social Studies and Computer Science. She holds

an MBA from Stanford Graduate School of Business, where she was a
Leadership for Society Scholar. She has a background in civic technology,
local government, community organizing, and business strategy. She dreams
of a Philadelphia where every neighborhood thrives, led by the people living
in them.

An experienced nonprofit leader with a strong record of success, Roberts-
Johnson’s professional life has focused on improving outcomes for youth
and adults through education and career development. As President and
CEO of Philadelphia Youth Network, Roberts-Johnson ensures that
Philadelphia’s youth have meaningful career exposure and work experiences.
She previously served as Executive Director of Need in Deed, where she led
the organization out of a multi-year deficit and cultivated new donors.
Roberts-Johnson also served as Executive Director of The Workforce Institute
where she brought in-demand occupational training to youth and adults.

Roberts-Johnson holds a Master of Social Work from Temple University.
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Tiffany Spraggins,
MBA

Director, Power Up Your Business
Program
Community College of Philadelphia

215-496-6008
tspraggins@ccp.edu
www.ccp.edu/powerup

Tiffany Spraggins serves as the Director of the Power Up Your Business
Program with the Community College of Philadelphia, in the division of
Workforce and Economic Innovation (WEI).

Prior to joining the College, she spent over a decade with The Enterprise
Center in Philadelphia, including five years leading its U.S. Department of
Transportation Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization in the
Mid-Atlantic region. In this role, she was responsible for increasing the ability
of small and disadvantaged businesses in the transportation industry to compete
for and receive local, state, and federal contracts.

Tiffany also previously served as The Enterprise Center's Economic Development
and Community Engagement Programs Director. Throughout her tenure with
The Enterprise Center, she has championed small businesses throughout the
Philadelphia region and beyond.

Tiffany has utilized her strong business acumen to create value and
strengthen capacity for diverse, women, and minority entrepreneurs to launch,
grow and scale their businesses. She regularly presents and facilitate notable
workshops, trainings and development forums.

Tiffany earned a Master of Business Administration with a concentration in
Strategic Design from The Kanbar College of Design, Engineering, and
Commerce at Thomas Jefferson University, a Bachelor of Arts in Broadcast,
Telecommunications and Mass Media from Temple University School

of Communications & Theater; and her Associate of Arts in Communications
and Theater Arts from Community College of Philadelphia.

Tiffany is the proud recipient of the 2023 Philadelphia Business Journal's 40
Under Forty Award. In 2020, she was named the National Emerging Leader
of the Year by the Conference of Minority Transportation Officials (COMTO),
following her 2018 Philadelphia Business Journal's Minority Business Leader

Rising Star Award and the Walker's Legacy Philadelphia Power 15 Award.
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http://www.ccp.edu/business-and-industry/power-your-business

For many Delaware Valley listeners, Carol MacKenzie's voice is the first they
hear on weekday mornings. MacKenzie joined the KYW Newsradio staff as a
morning anchor in 2003.

A native of Lancaster, PA, she has a BA degree in communications from the
University of Delaware and an MA from the Columbia University Graduate
School of Journalism.

She has enjoyed a long career as a reporter and anchor in both radio and
television. Carol began her journalism career as a reporter at WLAN Radio
In Lancaster. She’s also anchored and reported for a number of television
stations in the northeast -- including WETM-TV in Elmira, NY; WBRE-TV in
Wilkes-Barre, PA; WMUR-TV in Manchester, NH; and New England Cable
News in Boston. Her documentary, “Honduras: Mission of Hope” -- about a
local group of volunteers who set up free medical and dental clinics -- won
A awards from the Pennsylvania Association of Broadcasters, the RTNDA, and
Women in Communication. Although she has enjoyed getting to know the

]
Ca I‘Ol MaCKenZ|e people in different towns and cities, Carol is glad to be back home in Pennsylvania.

Morning News Anchor
KYW Newsradio

kywnewsradio.radio.com
@cmack215

Upcoming Events

Happy Hour Breakfast Meet the Developers

Tuesday, September 19, 2023 Tuesday, October 17, 2023

8:30 AM to 9:30 AM 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. City Winery, 990 Filbert Street

1515 Market Street, 9th Floor $30 for Members & Partners, $60 for Guests

$20 for Members, $35 for Guests.

Lunch with the City’s Leaders Lunch with the City’s Leaders
John Fry Leslie Richards

President, Drexel University CEO and General Manager, SEPTA
Thursday, October 12, 2023 Tuesday, November 7, 2023

11:45 AM to 1:30 PM 11:45 AM to 1:30 PM

Hyatt Centric Center City, 1620 Chancellor $55 for Members, $75 for Guests

$55 for Members, $75 for Guests

CENTERI | Grow your network. Grow your knowledge. Grow your business.

Founded in 1978, Center City Business Association is a non-profit, member supported organization
celebrating 44 years of service to the Philadelphia business community. Join Center City Business

ABSlS’Os(!Hggﬁ Association today. Visit centercitybusiness.org or call 215.545.7766.




Thank You Sponsors

Republic Bank is one of the largest
Philadelphia-based banking institutions
and is continuing to expand its

EPUBLIC
BANK footprint throughout Philadelphia,
Southern New Jersey and New

York City. In 2020, Republic Bank was named America’s #1
Bank for Service by Forbes as a result of its retail-based model
focused on fanatical customer service and absolute convenience
across every channel. The bank offers customers the best of
both worlds with an elite in-store experience that is seamlessly
integrated with the latest digital and mobile capabilities. With
31 convenient locations, Republic Bank stores are open seven
days a week, 361 days a year, with extended lobby and drive-thru
hours, providing customers incredible convenience and some
of the longest hours in the region.

Visit www.myrepublicbank.com.

Armanino’s impactful solutions
¥ increase clarity and spark

a rm a n i n 04 success. We bring deep industry

experience and integrated
audit, tax, consulting and
technology services to help organizations reach peak performance
today, providing data-based guidance to optimize operations
and finances for tomorrow. No matter what’s next, Armanino
has the insight and foresight to help you redefine what'’s possible
for your organization. For more information, visit us at
armanino.com or contact mike.cardello@armanino.com.
firm with more than 900

DuaneMorris®
- = attorneys in offices across

the United States and internationally, is asked by a broad array
of clients to provide innovative solutions to today's legal
and business challenges. For more information contact
Christopher Winter at cmwinter@duanemorris.com or visit
duanemorris.com.

Duane Morris LLP, a law

p_  Independence Blue Cross
Independence g1 i e iesding heaitn

Insurance organization
in southeastern Pennsylvania. For 85 years, we have been
enhancing the health and well-being of the people and
communities we serve. We deliver innovative and competitively
priced health care products and services; pioneer new ways to
reward doctors, hospitals, and other health care professionals
for coordinated, quality care; and support programs and
events that promote wellness. To learn more, visit ibx.com or
connect with us on Facebook, Facebook-Medicare, Twitter,
LinkedIn, and Instagram.

ITData has been providing executive
leadership and impeccable project
execution for our clients since 1997.
Our senior technology staff has nearly
100 vyears of combined experience recommending,
implementing and managing comprehensive, unified IT
solutions for customers such as The Annenberg Foundation,
Binswanger, The Philadelphia Foundation and Health Partners.
Our industry experience includes Healthcare Network Solutions,
Nonprofit Organizations, Education, Retail, and Government
Enterprise Networks and more. For information, Vvisit
www.itdata.com.
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Driving growth to every corner of Philadelphia

I TDATA:z

Excellence Through Strategic IT™

PIDC is Philadelphia’s public-private
economic development corporation.
Our mission is to spur investment,
support business growth, and foster
developments that create jobs, revitalize neighborhoods, and
drive growth to every corner of Philadelphia. We are focused
on supporting growing businesses, investing in high-impact
community revitalization, and creating workplaces for the
future. With flexible financing products, a targeted portfolio of
industrial and commercial real estate, and decades of
Philadelphia-based knowledge, PIDC provides the resources
and expertise to help our clients invest, develop, and grow.

MAVEN

BE REMARKABLY REFERABLE"™

Maven is a marketing and sales
advisory firm that specializes
in working with solo consultants
to help them achieve $500K+ in
revenues by doing less marketing and closing sales faster.
For more information contact Taz Sadhukhan at:
taz@referabiitymaven.com or visit www.referabilitymaven.com.

Rivers Casino Philadelphia is a premier
gaming and entertainment destination
located along the Delaware Riverfront
in Philadelphia and is open 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. Rivers features
an action-packed gaming floor that
includes a variety of slots, table games,
hybrid gaming seats and a state-of-the-art BetRivers Sports-
book for watching and wagering. The casino offers an array of
dining options perfect to please any palate as well as free
parking. Please visit RiversCasinoPhiladelphia.com.

RIVERS

CASINO
PHILADELPHIA

Sustaining support is provided by:
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Founded in 1978, Center City Business Association is a non-profit, member supported organization celebrating
44 years of service to the Philadelphia business community. Join Center City Business Association today.
Visit centercitybusiness.org or call 215.545.7766.

Grow your network. Grow your knowledge. Grow your business.
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